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Midwest Award for Leadership in the Teaching of the  

Italian Language and Culture  

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS  

The Observatory of the Italian Language in Chicago (OLIC), under the auspices of the Italian 
Consulate General of Italy in Chicago, is proud to announce the fourth Midwest Award for 
Leadership in the Teaching of the Italian Language and Culture. 

 

PURPOSE OF THE AWARD 

The Midwest Award for Leadership in the Teaching of the Italian Language and Culture aims at 
recognizing excellence in the promotion and dissemination of courses of Italian language and 
culture in the Midwest. The award is designed to recognize the efforts of teachers in promoting 
the Italian language through the adoption of innovative teaching methodologies, participation of 
students in programs such as the AP-Italian, relationships and interaction with local 
communities and organizations. 

 

PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES 

Candidates must be full-time Italian language K-8 or 9-12 teachers with an expectation of 
teaching for at least two additional years in one or more of the following States: Colorado, 
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin, 
Wyoming. 

 

NOMINATIONS 

To be supported and recognized as a dynamic and creative Italian language leader in one’s 
community is the ultimate compliment. Therefore, the Observatory encourages schools, 
teaching organizations/societies, colleagues or parents, to nominate teachers of Italian in one of 
the two sections: a) Teachers of grades K-8 schools, or b) Teachers of grades 9-12 schools.  
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Nominees should be exceptionally dedicated individuals who play an outstanding role in 
promoting the Italian language at their school and beyond.  To nominate a teacher send a 
recommendation letter explaining the motivation for which you consider the teacher worthy of 
receiving the award, a personal statement by the nominated teacher, a current Curriculum 
Vitae, and a portfolio in .pdf format to scuola.chicago@esteri.it no later than October 5th, 2019.  

SELECTION of Finalists (2) and Recipient (1) 

A Commission appointed by the OLIC, excluding K-12 teachers, will review each candidate’s 
nomination.  Two finalists will be selected for each section (K-8 and 9-12) and one teacher will 
be awarded the Midwest Award for Leadership in the Teaching of the Italian Language and 
Culture by the Consul General of Italy in Chicago during the Italian Language Day celebrations 
in the fourth week of October, 2019.  

 

NOMINATION REQUIREMENTS 

The candidate’s portfolio submitted to the Awards Committee must include: 
1.  A one-page letter of nomination by a school, teaching organization/society, colleagues or 
parents. 
2.  A current Curriculum Vitae of the candidate. 
3.  A five-hundred-word personal statement on the value of teaching Italian by the candidate. 
4.  A portfolio to include a typical lesson plan. 
All of the above documentation is due no later than October 5th, 2019, in .pdf format to 
scuola.chicago@esteri.it   
 

Note to nominees:  OLIC members cannot be nominated. The finalists and the recipient will be 
recognized at a ceremony at the Istituto di Cultura, 500 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.  
The recipient will also be asked to participate in events promoting the Italian Language and 
Culture throughout the year.  
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